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Govt okays elevated RRTS
station at Sarai Kale Khan

IN-PRINCIPLE
NOD Move comes
four months after
the government first
rejected the proposal

Sweta Goswami
» swela.goswami@hindustantimes.com

NEWDELHI: The Delhi government
hasgivenin-principleapproval to
the National Capital Region
Transport Corporation’s
(NCRTC)proposal tobuildanele-
vated station at Sarai Kale Khan
for the upcoming high-speed Del-
hi-Meerut Regional Rapid Tran-
sit System (RRTS).

The move comes four months
after the government first
rejectedit, saying construction of
the station would delay the rede-
velopment project of the Sarai
Kale Khan interstate bus termi-
nal (ISBT) by over two years.

However, the in-principle
approvalisunlikely tofasttrack
progress on the 82km Delhi-
Meerut RRTS as the Delhi’s gov-
ernment’s go-ahead comes with
thesamerider—thatthe Central
government would have to bear
thestate’s share of¥1,138 crore of
the 31,902-crore project. “The
NCRTC has agreed todesign the
ISBT revamp plan and take nec-
essary approvals from authori-
ties concerned. The company will
constructitsimultaneously with
the RRTS stationsothat comple-
tion timelines of the ISBT is not
delayed,” transport minister Kai-
lash Gahlot said.

Headded thatthe NCRTC has
also agreed to construct the city
bus terminal, pedestrian plaza,
and common commuter and mul-
timodal integration facilities at
the ISBT. “We have also sought
that the required underpasses
and infrastructure at ISBT be
funded from the Urban Develop-
ment Fund (UDF) maintained by
the ministry of housing and
urban affairs,” he said.

Gahlot’'smeetingwith NCRTC
andofficials of the state transport
departmentcomesjusttwodays
ahead of acrucial meeting—to be
conducted by the Supreme Court-
mandated EPCA. The meeting
comes in the backdrop of a case
being heardin the apexcourt.

On January 18, the Supreme
Court had rapped the Delhi gov-
ernmentfordelayingthe project,
which, it said, was “absolutely
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necessary”. The counsel appear-
ingfor Delhi governmenttold the
court they have “problem of
funds” for the project. To this, the
bench had said, “The project can-
not depend on your (Delhi gov-

ernment’s) mercy. [t isessential
for Delhi. Youareboundtogiveit.
You cannot act like this. These
are your duties.” “Budgetary
allocation cannot come in the
way of this project. This affects

right tolife also,” the bench told
the Delhigovernment’s lawyer.

At present, the Sarai Kale
Khan ISBT witnesses a
daily average footfall of 57,000
passengers.




