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Cabinet clears way for
Delhi-Meerut rapid transit corridor

Dipak.Dash@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Union Cabinet on
Tuesday cleared the way for const-
ruction of the first rapid rail corri-
dorin NCR connecting Delhi’s Sarai
Kale Khan with Meerut by mid-2025.
The government is likely to lay the
foundation stoneforthe82.15km pro-
ject before the poll code of conduct
kicksin.

Once this Rapid Rail Transit Sy-
stem (RRTS) becomes operational,
trains on the dedicated corridor can

classand aladies coach.

While the Centre will provide fi-
nancial assistance of Rs 5,634 crores
in the form of grant and sub-ordina-
tedebt, both Delhiand Uttar Pradesh
governments will put their share
and a substantial portion of the in-
vestment will comefrom ADB, oneof
the major funding agencies for in-
frastructure projects.

The RRTS is afirst-of-its-kind, ra-
il-based, high-speed regional transit
system to be implemented in India.
The project involves integration

cover theentirestretch inlessthanan
hour. The agency responsible for
construction of this corridorand tra-
inoperations, NCR Transport Corpo-
ration (NCRTC), has reworked the
cost and brought it down to Rs 30,274
crore from the earlier estimate of Rs
31,902 crore project, sourcessaid.
Joining city centre to city centre,
RRTS trains will reduce pollution
and road congestion taking more
thanone lakh private vehiclesoffthe
road. The trains will be equipped
with modern features like CCTV

with other urban transport systems.

The project was held up due to a
tussle between the urban affairs mi-
nistry and AAP government over
theissueof Delhi government’srefu-
sal topay itsshare and takinganylia-
bility in case of operational loss. As
per the revised cost, Delhi needs to
pay less than Rs 1,000 crore and that
tooin instalments.

Though the Delhi government
had maintained that it won’t be able
to pay the amount at a recently held
inter-ministerial meeting, the pro-

Once this Rapid Rail Transit
System becomes operational,
it will reduce pollution and
road congestion, taking

more than one lakh private
vehicles off the road

surveillance, mobile/laptop char-
ging points, luggage space etc. All
station and trains will have univer-
sal accessibility for the specially-ab-
led. Each train will have a business

ject was approved. Chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal had asked the Cent-
re to bear the city government’s sha-
re. Sources said the Centre could cut
downthegrantitgivestoDelhitopay
forits shareinthe project.

Sources said the project has been
approved withthe condition that the
participating states in the project
will bear the operational losses, if
any, and they will also have the liabi-
lity of paying the loan in case of de-
fault by the company that has been
set up tobuild and run the trains.



